
Michigan 
Voter Guide 2010

August 3, 2010
Primary Election Guide

Chippewa County

Michigan Family Forum presents

Michigan Family Forum
Sound Public Policy for Stronger Michigan Families

	 PO Box 15216, Lansing, Michigan, 48901-5216	 www.michiganfamily.org	 (517) 374-1171



For your convenience, write the names of the candidates you plan to 
vote for in the blanks below. You may then take it with you to the polls.

U.S. House of Representatives

MI Senate

MI House of Representatives

Dear Michigan Voter:
	
This 2010 Electronic Voter Guide is designed to help you make 
an informed decision when you go to the polls on Tuesday, 
August 3rd. 

The guide is non-partisan and is not intended to endorse or 
oppose any candidate, either explicitly or implicitly. We have 
recorded candidate responses exactly as we received them on 
signed questionnaires.

Unfortunately, some candidates chose not to return a completed 
questionnaire. Each candidate was contacted multiple times by 
our staff via mail, fax, email or phone. 

Please consider passing along a link for this website to family 
members, friends and others in your community. We also hope 
you’ll return for our general election guide in early October.

Thanks for being an informed voter. See you at the polls on 
August 3rd!

Sincerely,

Brad Snavely
Executive Director

Voting Selections

Remember to vote
Tuesday, August 3rd, 2010

Michigan Family Forum
Sound Public Policy for Stronger Michigan Families



Union Authorization

Prohibit Abortion
	 Funding
Greenhouse Gas Limit
Healthcare Opt-Out
Marriage Definition
Open Military
No Offshore Drilling
Border Funding

Balanced Budget

Public Earmarks

Legislation to authorize employees to create a union without a secret ballot election if a majority of the employees sign a 
valid authorization to be represented by a union.
Legislation to prohibit, by law, abortion funding through the new federal healthcare program by amending the law to 
include the Hyde Amendment or Stupak language.
Legislation to limit greenhouse gases produced by fossil fuels by passing the “Cap and Trade” legislation.
Legislation to eliminate the federal provision that everyone must acquire healthcare coverage or pay a fee.
Legislation to amend the U.S. Constitution to define marriage as the union of one man and one woman.
Legislation to allow gays and lesbians to serve openly in the military by eliminating the “Don’t Ask Don’t Tell” policy.
Legislation to prohibit all new offshore oil drilling.
Legislation to increase funding to erect barriers, electronically monitor, and increase border patrol personnel to secure 
U.S. borders.
Legislation to amend the U.S. Constitution to require a balanced budget. A three-fifths majority would be needed to 
engage in deficit spending unless a state of war was declared.
Legislation to require lawmakers who request earmarks (money appropriated for specific projects) to do so on public 
record.

Answer Key
SO	 =	 Strongly Oppose
O	 =	 Oppose
U	 =	 Undecided

F	    =	 Favor
SF	    =	 Strongly Favor
N/A	     =	 No answer provided
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1	 (R)	Jason Allen, Petoskey   		                 SO     SF      SO     SF      SF     SO      O       SF      SF     SF
	 (R)	Dan Benishek, Crystal Falls   		                 SO     SF      SO     SF       F        O       O       SF      SF     SF
	 (R)	Patrick Donlon, St. Ignace Township					    Candidate chose not to respond.	   		
	 (R)	Linda Goldthorpe, McMillan					    Candidate chose not to respond.	   			 
	 (R)	Don Hooper, Iron River					    Candidate chose not to respond.	   		
	 (R)	Tom Stillings, Eastport   		                 SO     SF      SO     SF      SF      U       SO     SF      O       SF
	 (D)	Gary McDowell, Pickford					    Candidate chose not to respond.	   		

United States House of Representatives



School Contraceptives
Unmarried Adoption
Limit Abortion
	 Coverage
Comparable Co-pay

Charter Schools
Fetal Dependents
Divorce Education

Leisure Tax

Trigger Lock

Marriage Incentive

Legislation to permit public school health clinics to distribute family planning drugs or devices to students.
Legislation to permit two unmarried adults to adopt a child.
Legislation to prohibit health insurance coverage for elective abortions except by purchasing a separate policy rider (as 
allowed under the new federal healthcare reform law).
Legislation to require all public employees at state, local and school levels to pay health insurance co-pays at rates comparable 
to the average private sector co-pay rate.
Legislation to permit universities to create more charter schools by eliminating the current cap on the number permitted.
Legislation to define a fetus as a dependent for tax deduction purposes.
Legislation to require divorcing couples with minor children to attend a child-impact divorce education program before a 
divorce is granted. 
Legislation to expand the 6% sales tax to commercial sports and leisure activities, such as movies, golf or professional 
sporting events.
Legislation to require every gun owner to utilize a trigger lock, gun safe or other locking device to restrict access to every 
firearm.
Legislation to create a “marriage longevity” income tax deduction that is scaled to increase the longer a couple remains 
married. 
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Answer Key
SO	 =	 Strongly Oppose
O	 =	 Oppose
U	 =	 Undecided

F	    =	 Favor
SF	    =	 Strongly Favor
N/A	     =	 No answer provided

37		 (R) Randy Bishop, Traverse City					    Candidate chose not to respond.			 
		  (R) Howard Walker, Traverse City		                 SO     SO     SF       F       SF       F        F      SO       O	  F
		  (D) Bob Carr, Mackinac Island					    Candidate chose not to respond.

Michigan Senate



School Contraceptives
Unmarried Adoption
Limit Abortion
	 Coverage
Comparable Co-pay

Charter Schools
Fetal Dependents
Divorce Education

Leisure Tax

Trigger Lock

Marriage Incentive

Legislation to permit public school health clinics to distribute family planning drugs or devices to students.
Legislation to permit two unmarried adults to adopt a child.
Legislation to prohibit health insurance coverage for elective abortions except by purchasing a separate policy rider (as 
allowed under the new federal healthcare reform law).
Legislation to require all public employees at state, local and school levels to pay health insurance co-pays at rates comparable 
to the average private sector co-pay rate.
Legislation to permit universities to create more charter schools by eliminating the current cap on the number permitted.
Legislation to define a fetus as a dependent for tax deduction purposes.
Legislation to require divorcing couples with minor children to attend a child-impact divorce education program before a 
divorce is granted. 
Legislation to expand the 6% sales tax to commercial sports and leisure activities, such as movies, golf or professional 
sporting events.
Legislation to require every gun owner to utilize a trigger lock, gun safe or other locking device to restrict access to every 
firearm.
Legislation to create a “marriage longevity” income tax deduction that is scaled to increase the longer a couple remains 
married. 
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Answer Key
SO	 =	 Strongly Oppose
O	 =	 Oppose
U	 =	 Undecided

F	    =	 Favor
SF	    =	 Strongly Favor
N/A	     =	 No answer provided

107	 (R) Frank Foster, Pellston 					    Candidate chose not to respond.
		  (R) Mike J. Patrick, Cedarville					    Candidate chose not to respond.				  
		  (D) Ryan Nelson, St. Ignace					    Candidate chose not to respond.			 
		  (D) Richard Timmer, Brimley					    Candidate chose not to respond.

Michigan House of Representatives


